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As we enter a truly global epoch we need a historical awareness to match the times. This book offers a new 
scholarly perspective, a new historical consciousness, and a new subfield of history - global history - that 
will have a major impact on the way we write history and make policy in the future. The need for a new 
approach can be seen everywhere: in environmental problems that ignore national boundaries; in nuclear 
threats that have no territorial limitations; in the rapid increase in multinational economic activity; and in 
advances in space exploration and communication satellites that link peoples to a degree hitherto 
unimagined. The contributors to this book offer both a theoretical treatment and a number of examples of 
what global history is and how it might be written. 
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New York University. 
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